56                THE CULTURAL ROLE OF INDIA
ledged the fact that " India possess aught of more
value than bales of calico, rich spices, and
gems/* Indian literature goes back to three
miUemuraslmd contains some of the greatest
tilings conceived by the human mind. It de-
scribes those adventures of the spirit which give
to human life its meaning and significance. It
has a free, spontaneous flow which has not been
obstructed by the dominance of a totalitarian
idea. In a word, it reflects the inner mind of
the Indian people in their age long pondering
upon the phenomena of nature and the myster-
ies of existence-